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NOTICE
Medicine is an ever-changing science. As new research and clinical experience broaden our 
knowledge, changes in treatment and drug therapy are required. The authors and the pub-
lisher of this work have checked with sources believed to be reliable in their efforts to provide 
information that is complete and generally in accord with the clinical practices accepted at 
the time of publication. However, in view of the possibility of human error or changes in 
medical sciences, neither the authors nor the publisher nor any other party who has been 
involved in the preparation or publication of this work warrants that the information con-
tained herein is in every respect accurate or complete, and they disclaim all responsibility for 
any errors or omissions or for the results obtained from use of the information contained in 
this work. Readers are encouraged to confirm the information contained herein with other 
sources. For example and in particular, readers are advised to check the product informa-
tion sheet included in the package of each drug they plan to administer to be certain that the 
information contained in this work is accurate and that changes have not been made in the 
recommended dose or in the contraindications for administration. This recommendation is 
of particular importance in connection with new or infrequently used drugs.
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xliii

This 8th edition marks 37 years of continuous publication of a textbook 
that began in 1978 as a collection of material used to study for the early 
board examinations in Emergency Medicine. Each edition has expanded 
in depth and breadth to represent the complexity and expertise needed 
to practice emergency medicine in today’s environment. For past edi-
tions, I have been fortunate to have the editorial collaboration of notable 
emergency educators—Ron Krome, Ernie Ruiz, Gabe Kelen, and Rita 
Cydulka. This 8th edition is the result of efforts by Steve Stapczynski, 
John Ma, Donald M. Yealy, Garth Meckler, and David Cline—and a 
host of dedicated authors. 

How do we identify the scope of practice and knowledge that is 
today’s specialty of emergency medicine? Is it through paper books, 
blogs, social networking, Google, journals, or clinical practice? While 
e-information is perfectly suited to the multitasking and frequent-
attention shifts of the emergency medicine environment. E-information 
does not communicate what Emergency Medicine IS.  E-information 
provides information about snippets of care, but not about the compre-
hensive knowledge set that is our specialty. 

Both digital and print materials are available as part of the 8th edition. 
We have designed the 8th edition, like the past editions, to include the 
content that comprises the specialty of Emergency Medicine. But this 
edition is part of a much larger e-work, AccessEmergencyMedicine, 
the McGraw-Hill compendium of emergency medicine education texts. 
AccessEmergencyMedicine also includes the digital version of the 8th 
edition, with online searching of text, videos, tables, and illustrations. 
Accompanying this print edition is a digital set of procedure videos that 
were designed for both learner and teacher. 

We will continue to combine the best educational tools—print and 
digital—for contemporary emergency medicine practice as the best way 
to communicate what Emergency Medicine IS. 

Judith E. Tintinalli, MD, MS
Editor-in-chief

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Preface
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